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retired personnel and their families has
been invaluable in improving long term
retention of our armed forces. I am
particularly gratified that during the
past two years in which I have been
privileged to serve as Chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Committee I
have been able to enact some of the
most substantial quality-of-life en-
hancements for active, reserve, and re-
tired service members and their fami-
lies in decades. Colonel Arcari played
an important role in this effort.

Colonel Arcari’s long and unique ca-
reer of leadership and personal dedica-
tion to fostering readiness by pro-
tecting every service member’s welfare
is an inspiration and a continuing les-
son to all who care about our men and
women of our military. My best wishes
go with him. Colonel Arcari, I salute
you on behalf of all the men and
women, past and present, who wear the
uniform.e

————

COAST GUARD CUTTER
“WOODRUSH”

e Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor the men and
women who have served aboard the
United States Coast Guard Cutter
Woodrush, WLB 407, homeported in
Sitka, in my own state of Alaska.

On March 2, 2001, the TUSCGC
Woodrush will be decommissioned, de-
parting for Baltimore, MD. There, she
is to be transferred to the navy of the
Republic of Ghana.

Although she is the youngest of the
39 seagoing buoy tenders constructed
during World War II, the Woodrush has
logged nearly 57 years of service to our
nation.

She was built for less than $1 million
in Duluth, Minnesota, and commis-
sioned on September 22, 1944. For thir-
ty-five years she sailed from Duluth,
servicing aids to navigation, con-
ducting search and rescue missions,
and icebreaking on the Great Lakes.

In 1979, she began a major refit at the
Coast Guard shipyard in Baltimore.
She has been homeported in Sitka
since leaving the shipyard in 1980.

Woodrush’s primary mission has been
keeping aids to navigation in good con-
dition. Her crew maintained 165 shore
lights and 69 buoys throughout the
2,000 square-mile Southeastern Alaska
panhandle. The work of the Woodrush
has been crucial to the safety of the
thousands of tugboats, fishing vessels,
ferries, pleasure boats and cruise ships
that navigate those sometimes treach-
erous waters each year.

USCGC Woodrush also participated in
several notable search and rescue mis-
sions. She was one of the first ships to
arrive on the scene of the wreck of the
Edmond Fitzgerald in 1975, when the ore
freighter went down with all hands in a
violent storm on Lake Superior. Her
sonar located two large pieces of
wreckage, and she served as a platform
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for the U.S. Navy’s Controlled Under-
water Recovery Vehicle, which found
the sunken hull.

In 1980, Woodrush responded to the
uncontrolled fire and eventual loss of
the cruise ship Princendam off Graham
Island, British Columbia. The efforts of
Woodrush and her crew, as well as other
rescue units, led to the successful res-
cue of all passengers and crew, with no
loss of life.

In August 1993, Woodrush assisted the
248-foot cruise ship, M/V Yorktown Clip-
per, after it ran aground. Woodrush
crewmembers helped control the flood-
ing and ensured that all 130 passengers
were taken safely off the vessel.

Not all of the crew’s adventures were
at sea. In the summer of 1994, personnel
from Woodrush helped extinguish a
dangerous fire in the small community
of Tenakee, Alaska. Their efforts
helped keep the fire from spreading out
of control in the 30-knot winds.

Protection of the environment is yet
another of the Coast Guard’s many
missions. Over the years, Woodrush has
contributed in many ways, including
service as one of the numerous Coast
Guard vessels that responded to the
1989 Ezxxon Valdez oil spill in Prince
William Sound. Each year, the
Woodrush crew has trained to handle
future accidents. It is reassuring to
know that their skills have not been
needed to date, but even more so to
know they have been, like the Coast
Guard’s motto, ‘‘Always Ready.”

During her 57 years of service, the
Woodrush and her crew earned several
awards, including the Meritorious Unit
Commendation, the American Cam-
paign Service Ribbon, the World War I1
Service Ribbon, and the National De-
fense Medal. Woodrush was a Bronze
Winner of the Coast Guard Com-
mandant’s Quality Award in both 1997
and 1998 and, in 1997, she also won the
Coast Guard Foundation’s Admiral
John B. Hayes Award. The Hayes
Award honors the Pacific Area unit
that best demonstrates the commit-
ment to excellence and professionalism
embodied in the traditions of the
United States Coast Guard.

USCGC Woodrush will service her last
aid to navigation on February 27. To
all the men and women who have
served as her crew, I extend my thanks
and appreciation. Your faithful atten-
tion to duty—guiding mariners to safe-
ty, aiding citizens in distress, and de-
fending all the interests of the United
States will be remembered. You have
truly been Semper Paratus.e

———

TRIBUTE TO LAURA STEPHAN

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Laura Stephan of Merrimack, New
Hampshire, for being honored with the
“President’s Award”’ from the
Merrimack Chamber of Commerce.
Laura has served the citizens of
Merrimack selflessly with enthusiasm
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and loyalty. Her demonstrated ability
to continuously provide high quality
assistance in all aspects of Chamber ac-
tivities is commendable.

Laura is a graduate from the State
University of New York in Albany with
a Liberal Arts degree. She is the Treas-
urer of the State of New Hampshire
Women’s Council of Realtors and is an
active member of the Nashua Chapter
of the Women’s Council of Realtors
who has received the ‘‘Affiliate of the
Year Award” from the Greater Nashua
Board of Realtors.

Active in numerous community
projects, Laura has served as the Presi-
dent of the American Stage Festival
Theater Guild and as a member of its
Board of Trustees. She is also an active
member and committee chairperson for
Merrimack Friends and Family.

Laura and her husband, Gary, reside
in Merrimack. She is a passionate vol-
unteer for the Humane Society of
Nashua and is committed to promoting
a better quality of life in the commu-
nity.

Laura has enthusiastically provided
dedicated service to her local commu-
nity and to the people of New Hamp-
shire. It is an honor to represent her in
the U.S. Senate.®

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:18 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2. An act to establish a procedure to
safeguard the combined surpluses of the So-
cial Security and Medicare hospital insur-
ance trust funds.

H.R. 524. An act to require the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology to assist small and medium-sized
manufacturers and other such businesses to
successfully integrate and utilize electronic
commerce technologies and business prac-
tices, and to authorize the National Institute
of Standards and Technology to assess crit-
ical enterprise integration standards and im-
plementation activities for major manufac-
turing industries and to develop a plan for
enterprise integration for each major manu-
facturing industry.

H.R. 544. An act to establish a program, co-
ordinated by the National Transportation
Safety Board, of assistance to families of
passengers involved in rail passenger acci-
dents.

H.R. 559. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 1 Courthouse
Way in Boston, Massachusetts, as the ‘“‘John
Joseph Moakley United States Courthouse.”

The message also announced that the
House passed the following bill, with-
out amendment:

S. 279. An act affecting the representation
of the majority and minority membership of
the Senate Members of the Joint Economic
Committee.

The message further announced the
House agreed to the following concur-
rent resolutions in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:
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